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This application Is abandoned in view of: 

1. □ Applicant's failure to timely file a proper reply to the Office letter mailed on 13 January 2003 . 

(a) □ A reply was received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ). which is after the expiration of the 

period for reply (including a total extension of time of month(s)) which expired on . 

(b) □ A proposed reply was received on , but it does not constitute a proper reply under 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 3 (a) to the final rejection. 

(A proper reply under 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 3 to a final rejection consists only of: (1 ) a timely filed amendment which places the 
application in condition for allowance; (2) a timely filed Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee); or (3) a timely filed Request for 
Continued Examination (RCE) in compliance with 37 CFR 1.114). 

(c) S A reply was received on 21 June 2004 but it does not constitute a proper reply, or a bona fide attempt at a proper reply, to the 

non-final rejection. See 37 CFR 1.85(a) and 1.111. (See explanation in box 7 below). 

(d) □ No reply has been received. 

2. □ Applicant's failure to timely pay the required issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, within the statutory period of three months 

from the mailing date of the Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(a) □ The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, was received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated 

), which is after the expiration of the statutory period for payment of the issue fee (and publication fee) set in the Notice of 

Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(b) □ The submitted fee of $ is insufficient. A balance of $ is due. 

The issue fee required by 37 CFR 1.18 is $ . The publication fee, if required by 37 CFR 1.18(d), is $ . 

(c) □ The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, has not been received. 

3. n Applicant's failure to timely file corrected drawings as required by, and within the three-month period set in, the Notice of 

Allowability (PTO-37). 

(a) □ Proposed con-ected drawings were received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ). which is 

after the expiration of the period for reply, 

(b) □ No corrected drawings have been received. 

4. □ The letter of express abandonment which is signed by the attorney or agent of record, the assignee of the entire interest, or all of 

the applicants. 

5. □ The letter of express abandonment which is signed by an attorney or agent (acting In a representative capacity under 37 CFR 

1 .34(a)) upon the filing of a continuing application. 

6. □ The decision by the Board of Patent Appeals and Interference rendered on and because the period for seeking court review 

of the decision has expired and there are no allowed claims. 

7. S The reason(s) below: 

See Continuation Sheet 

DAVID O. REIP ^ 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 

Petitions to revive under 37 CFR 1.137(a) or (b), or requests to withdraw the holding of abandonment under 37 CFR 1.181, should be promptly filed to 
minimize any negative effects on patent term. ^ 
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J Item 7 - Other reasons for holding abandonment: The reply filed 21 June 2004 is not fully responsive to the non-final Office action mailed 
'24 April 2003 for at least the reason that daim 93 is listed as "new" while at once containing both underlined and lined-through text 
indicating that daim 93 is an amended daim. However, daim 93 Is not a pending daim. Claims that are properly pending include daims 
34, 35, 40, 43, 47-50, and 77-92, as per the preliminary amendement filed with the ROE on 17 March 2003. Since 24 April 2003, applicant 
has twice filed non-responsive amendments. Accordingly, in a letter to the applicant mailed 24 February 2004, applicant was notified that 
the shortened statutory period for supplying a responsive amendment had expired, and that extensions of time may be granted under 37 
CFR 1 .136(a). Further, applicant was advised that in no event may a reply be timdy filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from 13 January 2004. 
Since the six-month period for reply has expired, such reply being of necessity at this stage of prosecution a fully responsive reply, the 
instant application is abandoned. 
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USPTO TO PROVIDE ELECTRONIC ACCESS TO CITED U.S. 
PATENT REFERENCES WITH OFFICE ACTIONS AND CEASE 

SUPPLYING PAPER COPIES 

In support of its 21" Century Strategic Plan goal of increased patent e-Govemment beginning in 
June 2004, the United States Patent and Trademark Office (Office or USPTO) w.ll begin the phase- 
in of its E-Patent Reference program and hence will: ( 1 ) provide downloading capabilit> of the 
U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications cited in Office actions via the E Paient 
Reference feature of the Office's Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system; and (2) 
cease mailing paper copies of U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications with 
Office actions (in applications and during reexamination proceedings) except for citations made 
during the international stage of an international application under the Patent Cooperation Treatv 
(PCT) In order to use the new E-Patent Reference feature applicants must: ( I ) obtain a digital 
certificate and software from the Office; (2) obtain a customer number from the Otiice; and (j) 
properly associate patent applications with the customer number. Alternatively, copies of all U.b. 
patents and patem application publications can be accessed without a digital certificate from the 
USPTO web site, from the USPTO Office of Public Records, and from commercial sources. The 
Office will continue the practice of supplying paper copies of foreign patent documente and non- 
patent literature with Office actions. Paper copies of cited references will continue to be provided 
by the USPTO for international applications during the international stage. 

Schedule 

June 2004 TCs 1 600, 1 700, 2800 and 2900 

July 2004 TCs 3600 and 3700 

August 2004 TCs 2 1 00 and 2600 

All U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications are available on the USPTO web sue. 
However, a simple system for downloading the cited U.S. patents and patent application 
publications has been established for applicants, called the E-Patent Reference system. As E-Patent 
Reference and Private PAIR require participating applicants to have a customer number, retrieval 
software and a digital certificate, all applicants are strongly encouraged to contact the Patent 
Electronic Business Center to acquire these items. To be ready to use this system by June 1 , 2004. 
contact the Patem EBC as soon as possible by phone at 866-217-9197 (toll-free), 703-305-3028 or 
703-308-6845 or electronically via the Internet at ebc(a),usptp.BOv. 

Other Options 

The E-Patent Reference function requires the applicant to use the secure Private PAIR system, 
which establishes confidential communications with the applicant. Applicants using this tacility 
must receive a digital certificate, as described above. Other options for obtaining patents which do 
not require the digital certificate include the USPTO's free Patents on the Web program 
(http://www.uspto.gov/patft/index.html). The USPTO s Office of Public Records also supplies 
copies of patents for a fee r http://ebizl■us^to■tzov/oems25 D/index■html)■ Commercial sources also 
provide U.S. patents and patent application publications. 

For complete instructions see the Ofllcal Gazette Sotice. USPTO TO PROVIDE ELECTRONIC ACCESS TO CITED 
U.S. PATENT REFERENCES WITH OFFICE ACTIONS AND CF.ASi; SUPPl.YINCi I'AI'l.R COPIES, on ihc 
USPTO web site. 



NOTICE OF OFFICE PLAN TO CEASE SUPPLYING COPIES OF CITED U.S. PATENT 
REFERENCES WITH OFFICE ACTIONS. AND PILOT TO EVALUATE THE 
ALTERNATIVE OF PROVIDING ELECTRONIC ACCESS TO SUCH U.S. PATENT 

REFERENCES 



Summary 



The United States Patent and Trademark Office (Office or USPTO) plans in the near ftiture to: 

(1) cease mailing copies of U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publicaUons (US patent 
references) with Office actions except for citations made during the international stage of an 
international application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty and those made during 
reexamination proceedings; and (2) provide electronic access to. with ^^^^r'^^^;^^^^^ 
capability of, the US patent references cited in an Office action via the Officf^ s P>^,;«^ Parent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system which has a new J^!*^' . 
Reference." Before ceasing to provide copies of U .S. patent references with Office actions the 
Office shall test the feasibility of the E-Patent Reference feature by conductmg « jw^-'^"^ P;'°» 
project starting with Office actions mailed after December 1 . 2003 . The pffi<^shall evaluate the 
pilot project and publish the results in a notice which will be posted on the Office s web site 
LJr.USFTO.gQv) and in the Patent Official Gazette (O.G.). In order to i«e the ^-Patent 
Reference feaf.^ during the pilot period, or when the Office ceases U, ^^.^Pjf^^",? P^^^^ 
references with Office actions, the applicant must: (1) obtain a digital certificate ^o™ ** Office, 

(2) obtain a customer number from the Office, and (3) properly associate jvpUcations with ttie 
customer number. The pilot project does not involve or affect the current Office pracuce of 
s^lying paper copies of foreign patent documents and non-patent literature witti Office acuons 
STcoSiWVf references wiU^ntinue to be provided by the USPTO for searches and written 
opii^ons piepared by the USPTO for international applications dunng the international stage and 
for reexamination proceedings. 

Description of Pilot Project to Provide Electronic Access to Cited U.S. Patent 
References 

On December 1. 2003. the Office will make available a new feature. E-Patcnt Reference, in the 
Office's private PAIR system, to allow more convenient downloading of U.S. patents and U.b^ 
patent application publications. The new feature will allow an authonzed user of P"^^« PAR 
fo dow^oad some or all of the U.S. patents and U.S. patent application P"b>«cat.ons cu^ by an 
examiner on form PTO-892 in Office actions, as well as U.S. patents ^^ ^.S. patent application 
publications submitted by applicants on form PTO/SB08 O^^) as part of an IDS _ The rem^^^^^^ 
of some or all of the documents may be performed in one downloading step with the documents 
encoded as Adobe Portable Document fonnat (.pdO files, which is an improvement over the 
current page-by-page retrieval capability from other USPTO systems. 



steps to Use the New E-Patent Reference Feature During the Pilot Project and 
Thereafter 

Access to private PAIR is required to utilize E-Patent Reference. If you don't already have 
access to private PAIR, the Office urges practitioners, and applicants not reprraented tjy a 
practitioner, to take advantage of the transition period to obtain a no-cost USPTO fu^ic *tey 
Infrastructure (PKl) digital certificate, obtain a USPTO customer number, associate all of their 
pending and new application filings with their customer number, install no-cost software 
(supplied by the Office) required to access private PAIR and E-Patent Reference feature, and 
make appropriate arrangements for Internet access. The fiill instructions for obtaining a PKJ 
digital certificate are available at the Office s Electronic Business Center (EBC) web page at: 
<http://www.uspto.gov/ebc/downloads.html> . Note that a notarized signature will be required to 
obtain a digital certificate. 

To get a Customer Number, download and complete the Customer Number Request fonn PTO- 
SB125. at: http://www.usoto pov/weh/forms/sbOllS.pdf . The completed form can then be 
transmitted by facsimile to the Electronic Business Center at (703) 308-2840. or mailed to the 
address on the form. If you are a registered attorney or patent agent, then your re^yation 
number must be associated with your customer number. This is accomplished by addmg your 
registration number to the Customer Number Request form. A description of associating a 
customer number with an application is described at the EBC web page at: 
http://www.uspto.gov/ebc/registra tion pair.htmi. 

The E-Patent Reference feature will be accessed using a new button on the private PAIR sCTcen. 
Ordinarily all of the cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent application pubUcation references will be 
available over the Internet using the Office's new E-Patent Reference feature. The size of the 
references to be downloaded will be displayed by E-Patent Reference so the download time can 
be estimated. Applicants and registered practitioners can select to download all of the references 
or any combination of cited references. Selected references will be downloaded as complete 
documents as Adobe Portable Document Format ( pdf) files. For a limited penod of time, the 
USPTO will include a copy of this notice with Office actions to encourage applicants to use this 
new feature and, if needed, to take the steps outlined above in order to be able to uulize this new 
feature during the pilot and thereafter. 

During the two-month pilot, the Office will evaluate the stability and capacity of the E-Patent 
Reference feature to reliably provide electronic access to cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent 
application publication references. While copies of U.S. patent and U S patent application 
publication references cited by examiners will continue to be mailed with Office actions during 
the pilot project, applicants are encouraged to use the private PAIR and the E-Patent Reference 
feature to electronically access and download cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent application 
publication references so the Office will be able to objectively evaluate its performance. The 
public is encouraged to submit comments to the Office on the usability and performance of the 
E-Patent Reference feature during the pilot. Further, during the pilot penod registered 
practitioners, and applicants not represented by a practitioner, are encouraged to experiment with 
the feature develop a proficiency in using the feature, and establish new inlemal processes for 
using the new access to the cited U.S. patents and U S. patent application publications to prepare 
for the anticipated cessation of the current Office practice of supplying copies of such cited 



references. The Office plans to contmue to provide access lo the E-?aieni Reference feature 
dunng Its evaluation of the pilot. 

Comments 

Comments concerning the E-Patent Reference feature should be in writing and directed to the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at the USPTO by electronic mail at eReference(a),uspto.ROv or 
by facsimile to (703) 308-2840. Comments will be posted and made available for public 
inspection. To ensure that comments are considered in the evaluation of the pilot project, 
comments should be submitted in writing by January 15, 2004 

Comments with respect to specific applications should be sent to the Technology Centers' 
customer service centers. Comments concerning digital certificates, customer numbers, and 
associating customer numbers with applications should be sent to the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at the USPTO by facsimile at (703) 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@uspto.gov. 

Implementation after Pilot 

After the pilot, its evaluation, and publication of a subsequent notice as mdicated above, the 
Office expects to implement its plan to cease mailing paper copies of U.S. patent references cited 
during examination of non provisional applications on or after February 2, 2004; although copies 
of cited foreign patent documents, as well as non-patent literature, will still be mailed to the 
applicant until such time as substantially all applications have been scanned into IFW. 

For Further Information Contact 

Technical information on the operation of the IFW system can be found on the USPTO website 
at http://www.uspto gov/web/patents/ifw/index.html. Conunents concerning the E-Patent 
Reference feature and questions concerning the operation of the PAIR system should be directed 
to the EBC at the USPTO at (866) 217-9197 The EBC may also be contacted by facsimile at 
(703) 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@uspto.gov. 
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